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Jackson Creek Planning Grant Update
Jackson Creek has never been more examined
than in the last few years! Scientists working on the
DNR’s Jackson Creek Planning Grant are studying
fish and animal populations, plants, habitat and
other measures to collect data for modeling. The
modeling, which includes adding layers of GIS
data about soil composition and moisture to the
data collected in the field, will result in a detailed
plan of what can be changed in order to improve
water quality in the Lake.
The Kettle Moraine Land Trust and the
Southeastern Wisconsin Regional Planning
Commission are managing the planning grant.
Jackson Creek is responsible for about 75% of the
water entering Delavan Lake, so studying Jackson
Creek is critical to cleaning up the Lake. The DLIA
and DLSD are co-sponsors of the grant and will
have a role to play when the final plan is announced.
The 26,000-acre watershed can be divided into
sub-watersheds; Jackson Creek is the largest.
And then the Jackson Creek sub-watershed can
be divided into 6 more sub-watersheds or basins
that are all collectors for water entering creeks
and streams large and small. Each of the 6 is being
studied and remediation plans will be created.
This gives you an idea of the complexity of the
watershed and study.
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how much do they flood in the spring, what kind
of runoff flows in during storms. Also, what are
people doing near the stream - are there parks with
gradual stream banks that soak up nutrients during
spring flooding, or are there farms and roads that
might contribute runoff?
The plan will recommend management measures
to reduce phosphorus and sediment according to
standard goals. Remediation might include planting
more grassy waterways, buffers, and adding new
agricultural procedures. Because this is such a
large area, the work will continue over a 20-year
timeframe. Ideally, every year priority projects
will be tackled and reported on until the goals are
reached.

Jackson Creek Preserve at Highway 67 south of Elkhorn.

You can see Jackson Creek by traveling north in
the Inlet, or viewing it from Mound Road. It flows
all the way from Elkhorn (remember the “Entering
Delavan Lake Watershed” sign in downtown
Elkhorn?) to Delavan. You can see it to the east
from Highways 43 and 67: near the Division of
Motor Vehicles center is a grassy waterway the
DLIA sponsors that the farmer installed to filter
runoff entering Jackson Creek.
There have been two recent meetings with
stakeholders to discuss the data, goals and begin to
prioritize projects. The plan will wrap up mid-year;
we will report on it then. The DLIA will continue
to communicate to members and friends about what
needs to be done and how we can all help.

DNR scientists surveying wildlife and taking
stream measurements.

What are the scientists looking at? Besides
cataloging fish, wildlife and plants, which indicate
the health of the streams, they note what kind of
banks the streams have - are they grassy buffers,

Maggie Zoellner, Program Manager, said, “The
plans will be implemented by people who live and
work in the watershed, so getting residents involved
and educated will be very important.”
For more information contact Maggie Zoellner
at 262-949-7211.
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Delavan Lake Sanitary District Update

Delavan Lake Watershed

DLSD will be utilizing Triton SRP (Sludge
Reduction Pellets) in Brown’s Channel to treat
2.23 acres. Triton SRPs are slow-release bacterial
pellets that will sink to the lake bottom to speedup the breakdown of organic waste. They penetrate
and degrade muck by delivering essential biostimulants and sludge-eating bacteria directly
where they are needed most. Triton SRP contains
safe and beneficial bacteria that will not harm
aquatic species, fish, waterfowl, or people. They
consume nutrients and sludge, lower ammonia
and help clarify water. During this trial, it is our
intention to deliver measurable organic sediment
reduction within the tested area. We will monitor
sediment depth before, during and after the trial
using the same methods employed in the sediment
ponds upstream of the Delavan inlet.

The 26,000 acre watershed of Delavan Lake
is so important in maintaining water quality that
the Town of Delavan recently partnered with an
organization to assess where and how sediment
flow into the lake is most prominent. Peter Berrini,
a Geologist and Dredging Consultant at Berrini &
Associates, along with Jeff Boeckler of Northwater
Consulting, are working together to develop a
Watershed Implementation Plan for the entire
watershed area. Their work involves assessing the
current situation by identifying loading points and
related characteristics. Peter & Jeff will spend days
driving throughout the watershed with a county
expert to view, study and learn as much as possible
about the land surrounding the lake.
The goal of this investigative work is to produce
a detailed list of recommendations featuring
priority areas where specific action can be taken
to generate maximum benefit. In addition, the
current assessment of the land is required to apply
for sources of funding such as DNR grants. At this
time, projects have not been identified so it is too
early to determine specific grant money availability.
However, the report will be available when the time
comes to apply.

For homeowners, pier pick-up of aquatic plants
will begin June 15th, 2015 and the dates for the
actual pick-ups will be posted on DLSD website.
Call in requests are encouraged.
DLSD did apply for a grant to purchase some
lands on the west side of Brown’s Channel to
protect the banks of the stream, upstream from
South Shore Drive. DLSD is waiting for DNR
response to approve or deny the grant.

According to Ryan Simons, Town Chair, the
full report is expected by September 2015. Simons
described this work as “a comprehensive watershed
document for all of Delavan Lake. It will become
the reference tool for the Lake Committee when
considering lake maintenance projects”.

DLSD did replace a 1982 Jon Boat to assist
with continued lake monitoring and invasive weed
investigating as well as Harvester support and
Supervision.
DLSD is continuing cooperative efforts with the
Town and USGS to sample the lake waters.

The DLIA remains committed to keeping its
members informed about the actions taken and
decisions made to improve and maintain the water
quality of Delavan Lake. We will continue to post
updates on our website www.delavan-lake.org.
Feel free to contact a DLIA board member with any
questions or concerns; we remain your “watchdog”
for the long term health of the lake.

DLSD will continue chemical treatment of the
lake in conjunction with the DNR with a goal to
minimize chemical treatment. Historically we
are keeping it to 2% or less of the surface area of
the lake and only treating areas as approved and
directed by the DNR.
Harvest Operations hopefully will resume
around the week of May 18th, 2015 to clear only
channels as directed by the DNR. After June 15th,
2015 wider cuttings can take place in the nuisance
areas as directed and approved by the
DNR.
2.

This year the Delavan Lake Improvement
Association is focusing on the Watershed.
Projects are currently in progress that would
improve the health of the Watershed and the
Lake. The DLIA newsletters, website and events
this year communicate to you, our members and
friends, what those activities are.
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The Delavan Lake watershed, map
prepared by Lynn Keterhagen from the
Geneva Lake Conservancy. The light
gray area around Delavan Lake is its
26,000 acre watershed. More difficult
to see is Geneva Lake’s watershed
which is also light gray but ends on
the western side after the residential
street markings.

Have You Renewed Yet? Have You Joined Yet?
It’s time for members to renew – or if you haven’t joined the DLIA yet, it’s time to join! Add your voice to this
121 year old organization that’s relevant today – helping protect and improve our most beautiful natural resource –
Delavan Lake. Fill out the application below, or go to our website (www.delavan-lake.org) and join using Pay Pal.

Membership Application
Date:____________________________________ Name:_____________________________________________
Mailing Address:______________________________________________________________________________
Phone #:_____________________________________Lake Phone #:____________________________________
Lake Address (if different than mailing):___________________________________________________________
Email Address:_______________________________________________________________________________
(NOTE: The DLIA does not sell or distribute address, phone or email lists)

Do you with to receive the DLIA
Lake Notes Newsletter via email?
Yes__________
No__________
Memberships:   *Patron - $100 per year  

Do you wish to be included on the
DLIA Email Alert List
Yes__________
No__________
Sustaining - $50 per year    Regular - $30 per year

(*Patron Membership carried by those members who wish to lend greater support to the work being done by the organization)

Enclosed is my check for $__________________

Signature:_________________________________________

Please complete and send to the Delavan Lake Improvement Association
P.O. Box 353, Delavan, Wisconsin 53115
or see the website delavan-lake.org to join online!
3.
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Thursday Evening, June 18, 2015, from 5:30pm - 7:30pm
Thursday	
  Evening,	
  June	
  18,	
  2015,	
  from	
  5:30pm	
  -‐	
  7:30pm
At the Delavan Lake Yacht Club

At	
  the	
  Delavan	
  Lake	
  Yacht	
  Club

We hope you will be able to save the date and join us for a fun DLIA members & friends
We	
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our lake even better, and we will be ready to update you.
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• Light appetizers will be served with complimentary wine/beer & soft drinks. Cash bar is also available.
• Key	
  members	
  of	
  the	
  community	
  managing	
  the	
  lake	
  and	
  information	
  about	
  lake	
  planning	
  
• Enjoy an evening at the club with DLIA members, friends, and lake experts.
will	
  be	
  available	
  for	
  review	
  and	
  to	
  discuss.	
  
So we can better serve you, please RSVP by May 15th at: info@delavan-lake.org with attendee names.
• Light	
  appetizers	
  will	
  be	
  served	
  
with	
  complimentary	
  wine/beer	
  &	
  soft	
  drinks.	
  Cash	
  bar	
  is	
  
(This evening event is for adults only.)
also	
  available.	
  	
  
• Enjoy	
  an	
  evening	
  at	
  the	
  club	
  with	
  DLIA	
  members,	
  friends,	
  and	
  lake	
  experts.	
  	
  
	
  

So	
  we	
  can	
  better	
  serve	
  you,	
  please	
  RSVP	
  by	
  May	
  15th	
  at:	
  info@delavan-‐lake.org	
  with	
  attendee	
  names.
(This	
  e vening	
  e vent	
  is	
  f or	
  adults	
  only.)
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