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DLIA Hosts Successful Lake Fair
On Saturday, June 9th, Delavan’s Community Park
building became a lake fair with exhibits, food and
door prizes for the attendees. This was a big change
for the DLIA because we used to hold our Lake
Information Day over Memorial Day weekend. We
decided to try a different summer date this year to see
if we could reach more people.
Another change was a fair format instead of the
display-speaker format we used in the past. The
idea was that fair-goers could spend one-on-one time
with the experts who came, including Charlie Handel
of the Delavan Lake Sanitary District and Audrey
Greene, Walworth County Aquatic Invasive Species
Specialist.
Lopez’ Anchor-In brought breakfast and lunch
items and the DLIA supplied coffee and donuts.
A popular display was provided by Lisa Reas of LJ
Reas Environmental Consulting in Green Lake, WI,
who brought native plants for sale. She also helped
visitors decide what and where to plant them, and
how to plan a native garden.
Other displays were provided by the Delavan Lake
WIN, Kettle Moraine Land Trust, Wisconsin Lakes,
the Southeastern Regional Wisconsin Planning
Commission (SEWRPC), the Delavan Historical
Society, the City’s Park and Recreation Department,
Community Parks’ Clean Boats / Clean Waters, and
Delavan Lake Sailing School.
At the DLIA’s display, visitors were surveyed about
the DLIA and how we communicate with you, and
demos of our website were available.
Door prizes were supplied by R. A. Carlson
Plumbing, Community Bank, Walworth State Bank,
Ace Hardware, Central Printing, Reed’s Marine, The
Waterfront, Lake Lawn and the Delavan-Delavan
Lake Chamber of Commerce.
Our goal is always to give you all the information
you need to have a great summer and we hope we
achieved that. Please send us your comments and
suggestions for future lake fairs to Sue Heffron at
sheffron@wi.rr.com.
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Dave Duwe –
Professional Fishing
Guide
by Gerri Green

Dave Duwe has been a
fishing guide on Delavan
Lake for about 25 years. He is also the Town Chair
of Sugar Creek Township. You can read his weekly
fishing guide articles in the Walworth County Today
newspaper in addition to his blog. And if you are a fan
of the Wisconsin Public Television show “Outdoor
Wisconsin” you can see his wonderful knowledge
of Delavan Lake and its finny denizens. Watch the
program guide for his appearances on the show.
I was interested in his opinion of two issues: the
carp population and the general state of the lake.
According to Dave he has seen a rise in the carp
population over the past three years, especially large
carp. This is not good for the lake because they stir
up the sediment and seaweed which in turn destroys
habitat for the fish.
But on the other hand he feels that the overall health
of the lake is good. There are
a lot of 17” walleyes, which
is good for his clients and all
fishing enthusiasts. The Blue
Gill fishing is excellent but the
size of the Crappies is getting
smaller. He draws 70% of his
clients from northern Illinois
because of the lake’s wonderful fishing reputation.
continued on page 2

Notice of Annual Meeting
The Delavan Lake Improvement Association
will hold its annual meeting on
Saturday, October 13th, at Delavan’s Town
Hall, 5621 Town Hall Road. The year’s
accomplishments will be reviewed and goals set
for 2012. We will also have a Special Guest who
will give us much information about the Lake.
Check our website for updates.
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Duwe mentioned several management items that
could receive better attention. Since his business
is year-around, ice fishing is a large portion of his
services. He would like to see more public access for
ice fishermen. And speaking of public lake access,
he would like another boat ramp in Community Park.
Traffic on the lake has been increasing this summer
and he hasn’t seen the police on the lake that much.

are coming in nicely. Significantly, the wetland at the
western edge of the property on Highway 67 (north
to south road on the left side) is coming back. They
were previously planted in crops and you can imagine
that the runoff carried silt and pollutants directly into
the tributary. Now runoff is slowed by the wetland
plants on Highway 67 and the filter strip next to the
tributary.

Several years ago, Dave offered a program to teach
kids fishing skills and he would like to resume that
program at Community Park. He will talk to Steve
Schoff, the Harbor Master about the program.

This property is an example of a small area that
wasn’t eligible for the NRCS grants, but is quite
valuable to protect. The farmer has proven his
commitment to doing the right thing. This is a great
project for the DLIA and we should be proud we
can participate in such a hands-on way to help our
Delavan Lake Watershed.

I want to thank Dave for his stewardship and
boosterism of the lake.

For more information, contact Sue Heffron at
262-781-9746.

DLIA Supports Farm Filter Strips
The DLIA has been paying farmers to plant filter
strips and grassed waterways for more than 20 years.
Delavan Lake WIN partners Maggie Zoellner and
Brian Smetana, Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) manager in Walworth County
identified a new property for the DLIA, also a WIN
partner, to sponsor. This is the Proctor Trust in
Elkhorn. The farmer, Lyle Walters had already put
some conservation measures in place, but our annual
payment will enable him to do the right thing, not lose
money - and help protect Jackson Creek.

Map of the filter strip: The speckled area is our
1.6-acre filter strip.
Proctor Trust Property - Filter Strip 1.6 Acres

The map shows the property north of Highway
I-43 (the angled road at the bottom right) and the
speckled filter strip is our 1.6-acre investment. Mr.
Walters had already installed two grassed waterways,
created to channel runoff towards the stream, which is
next to the filter strip to the south. Before the grassed
waterway was installed water flowed off the field
quickly and was filled with topsoil (sediment.) With
the grassed waterway in place now the water draining
off the field is directed into the waterway where the
water is slowed down by the grass, and sediment falls
out before it reaches the creek. The sediment likely
contains phosphorus, which now instead of reaching
the lake is taken up and used by the plants growing in
the waterway, and percolates into the ground in the
filter strip.

Filter Strip
Grassed Waterway

The filter strip was planted in June 2010 in the
native grasses as directed by the NRCS. The grasses



continued on page 3
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Left: The stream south of the filter strip, a Jackson Creek tributary.
Middle: Maggie Zoellner standing between the row crops and grassed waterway.
Right: The wetland in the southeast corner facing Highway 67. The tall plants are cattails.

Wisconsin Lakes Facts
Lake Winnebago in Winnebago County has the
largest surface area – 137,708 acres – followed by
Petenwell Lake in Juneau County with 23,040 acres,
and the Chippewa Flowage in Sawyer County with
15,300 acres.

Wisconsin has 15,074 documented inland lakes,
ranging from small one and two-acre spring ponds to
137,708-acre Lake Winnebago. Wisconsin’s natural
inland lakes vary from a few feet deep to a maximum
depth of 236 feet in Green Lake in Green Lake County.
Lake Wazee, a manmade Lake in Jackson County, is
350 feet deep.

Mud Lake is the most common lake name in
Wisconsin; 116 lakes bear that moniker, followed by
Bass Lake with 82, and Long Lake with 59.

Only about 40 percent of Wisconsin lakes have
actually been named and the majority of the unnamed
lakes are very small – less than 10 acres.

......

About one quarter or 3,620 of the state’s lakes are
larger than 20 acres, and they constitute more than
93 percent of the surface area of Wisconsin’s inland
lakes. All told, Wisconsin’s inland lakes cover about 1
million acres of the state’s 35 million acres.

Facts and figures don’t do justice to Wisconsin’s
water resources, but they do offer a glimpse into these
tremendous glacial gifts. What’s most amazing?
Wisconsin lakes and rivers belong to everybody!

The portions of Lakes Michigan and Superior that
lie within Wisconsin’s boundaries add nearly 6.5
million acres of water to Wisconsin. Lake Superior
is the biggest of the Great Lakes with a surface area
of 31,700 square miles, and a volume of 2,900 cubic
miles. It is also the deepest and coldest, and water
in the lake remains there for 191 years, based on the
rate of water flowing out of it. In comparison, it only
takes six years for water in Lake Erie to be replaced
by incoming water.

Wisconsin waters are home to 159 fish species in 27
families; 145 of these species are native to the state
and 14 are introduced non-native species.

Fish & Fishing

Lake Michigan is the second largest of the five Great
Lakes, with a surface area of 22,300 square miles and
a volume of 1,190 cubic miles.
Vilas County has the most lakes: 1,318.

Earlier this year an eagle was seen fishing on Delavan Lake.

Brown and Outagamie counties have the
fewest named lakes: 4 each.
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Boating
Wisconsin has more than 575,000 registered boats –
about one for every ten residents. That number has
nearly doubled since 1969, when Wisconsin had
303,000 registered boats. Wisconsin has an estimated
325,000 non-motorized boats, about 75 percent of
which are canoes and kayaks.
Boats plying Wisconsin waters are getting bigger.
More than 40 percent of the registered boats in 1997–
98 were between 16 and 39 feet long, compared to
just 18 percent 20 years earlier.
The number of Wisconsin residents seven years old
and up who canoe at least once a year has stayed
stable for several years at about 400,000 while the
number of people kayaking at least once a year has
increased to about 25,000, according to the National
Sporting Goods Association.

The Delavan Lake Improvement Association
will hold its annual meeting on

Saturday, October 13th,

at Delavan’s Town Hall, 5621 Town Hall Road.
The year’s accomplishments will be reviewed
and goals set for 2012. We will also have a
Special Guest who will give us much
information about the Lake.
Check our website for updates.
www.delavan-lake.org/

About 6 percent of Wisconsin’s residents sail.

De

THE

lav

P.O. BOX 353
DELAVAN, WISCONSIN 53115
an

Lak

e

IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

FIRST CLASS
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
DELAVAN, WI
PERMIT NO. 307

